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Citrus Fruits

should be carefully measured and a button soldered to
the wire for each tree row. After the stakes are set along
each side of the field marking the rows, the wire may be
stretched between each pair and thus carried across the
field, a stake being set at every point to be occupied by a
tree.
Much of the land available for citrus planting is entirely
too steep and broken to admit of any of the plans above
mentioned. Such lands are often of great value on ac-
count of their freedom from frost. In such cases the rows
are laid off on contours. By this means the irrigation
furrows are run on a more uniform grade throughout their
length, and the storm water problem is solved, since the
water which accumulates in each row will be carried off
separately to the side of the field and safely disposed of.
Where the general slope of the land is not more than
15 per cent, cultivation may be carried on at right angles
to the irrigation furrows after a slight ridge has been
established in the tree row. In order to facilitate orchard
operations it is wise to arrange the trees in rows running
up and down the hill.
On very steep hillsides it is necessary to build terraces
and in such cases the trees are planted on the brink and
cultivation and irrigation is limited to one side of the
tree row. The terraqe banks should be planted with
some hardy plant which will displace weeds and prevent
washing. In coast counties where the air is moist Mesemr
bryanthemum australis (white flowered) or M. roseum
(pink flowered) are recommended. In interior valleys
perhaps Lippia may be used for this purpose.
Irrigation water is usually conducted in a pipe line